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A nna Louise Bruns

Anna was born Saturday April 2, 1949 in Portland Oregon. She was the first
born of Edward and Shirley Bruns. She attended grade school and high school in

both Oregon and Washington. She was the big sister to two brothers and two sisters.

Being the oldest meant helping Mom take care of the rest of us. When she got tired
of tying our shoes, she taught us how to tie them. When we got bee stings, she was

there to pull out the stinger, and apply the iodine. As we got older, she was generous
with her time to help us with our homework. Sometimes she would even let her

younger sister wear her clothes — including her Beatle Boots.

Early on, one of the jobs she had was a long-distance telephone operator. Sometimes she would
call me up with her 'operator' voice and prank me into thinking I had a phone call. Then Uncle
Ken came into the picture. Uncle Ken was a retired Air Force Lt. Colonel and he convinced her to

join the service —Air Force of course. She enlisted in 1971. She worked her way up to being one of
the few female air traffic controllers in the Air Force. She was the first female to be able to do
ground approach radar right out of tech school. She was eventually rated as able to perform as a

controller in complex or high density facilities. She served in Korea and the Philippines. Later in
her career, she phased into a less stressful job and assisted the squadron Commander in managing

squadron activities and had general supervision over enlisted personnel. She retired in 1991 at
Nellis Air Force base in Nevada with the rank of Master Sergeant.

While she was in the service she married Larry Paine. Sadly, after years of marriage, it ended in

divorce. She never married again. I encouraged her to write a book about her experiences in the
Air Force and unfortunately she never did. There were many interesting stories. The Air Force

sends personnel to places on whatever plane is available. Lots of times while being transported,
Ann was the only woman on the plane. When the pilots heard there was a woman onboard, they
would usually invite her up to the cockpit. One time she was on a flight that was doing mid-air

refueling. The crew asked if she would like to do the refueling, she said "sure". So they suited her
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up and instructed her through the process. She got the job done without a hitch. Another incident
happened when she was in Korea. The family was worried because we hadn’t heard from her in a

while. Uncle Ken sprang into action. He knew how to get a phone call through from Portland
Oregon to our sister sitting in a control tower in Korea. She picked up the phone and was

absolutely aghast to hear his voice. She told him: "You can't call me here!" He told her we were
worried. She said she would call him when she got home and hung up fast. After that she kept
those cards and letters coming regularly.

Anna loved old movies and John Wayne. She had every one of his movies. She loved coffee and
woe to you if you spoke to her before she had her morning cup. She loved collecting recipes,

which didn't always translate into them being made. She loved to drive. After she retired from the
service, she became a driver instructor for awhile. Anna also was a driver for the Tri-Met lift bus
for handicap people. My sister had a wonderful sense of humor and at times we laughed so hard

we could barely breathe. Brother Dennis and her were room mates for over 15 years. Dennis
jokingly would say that living with her sometimes felt like he was in the military. She wanted him
to use military time, but he balked at that.

Anna was baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit on July 3, 1994. She believed in
Jesus Christ as her savior. Since she believed in Jesus we know she is in heaven. We love our sister

and will miss her very much and because of our belief in Jesus we know we will see her again.

Anna is survived by her mother, Birttia (Shirley) Bruns, her brother Dennis Bruns, her sister
Nancy Hall, her brother David Bruns, her sister Linda Shook and husband Ellis. She is also

survived by her great uncle Jesse Bemis.

Anna's headstone will be inscribed with the words: "Proud to Serve". She was proud to serve her

country. Rest in peace Anna.
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Visitation

Holman Hankins Bowker  & Waud

715 7 th St, Oregon City OR 97045

Graveside  Service

Willamette National Cemetery

11800 Mt. Scott Blvd., Portland OR 97266

Cemetery Details

Willamette National Cemetery

11800 Mt. Scott Blvd., Portland OR 97266
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Monday, April 18, 2022

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM PT

Tuesday, April 19, 2022

1:30 PM PT
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LP Larry Paine posted:

Happy Birthday my love. No more demons to deal with. I will always love you.

April 7 at 10:55 AM

LP Larry Paine shared 10 photos to the Anna  Paine album.

August 17 at 5:40 AM
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LP Larry Paine shared 10 photos to the Anna  Paine album. August 17 at 5:40 AM

Larry Paine December 16 at 6:36 PM

Anna L Paine

Larry Paine December 15 at 1:27 PM

1974 official foto Airman of the Month

LP

LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 15 at 1:26 PM

Larry and Anna Paine 1974 Webb AFB TX airman's medal ceremony
LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 16 at 6:48 PM

Anna Paine working the radar approach scope 1973
LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 16 at 7:09 PM

Anna Paine all cleaned up, wow 1976 Kunsan AB Korea
LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 15 at 1:16 PM

Working the radar approach at Kadena Air Base Okinawa 1973 with Major Ron Hammer the

CATCO and the crew chief.

LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 15 at 1:23 PM

1974 Webb AFB TX, Larry and his Parents Evelyn and SMSgt Forrest Paine at Larry's

Airman's Medal ceremony.

LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 16 at 7:22 PM

Anna Paine NCO of the Quarter 1974 Webb AFB TX
LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 16 at 7:19 PM

Anna L Paine acting First Shirt Comptroller Sq 1989
LP
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LP

Larry Paine December 16 at 6:38 PM

Anna L Paine First Sargent Comptroller Squadron 1990
LP

PAGE 15 OF 17



Media Anna Louise  Bruns
APR  2 , 19 4 9  -  APR  4, 2 0 2 2

LP

Larry Paine December 15 at 1:12 PM

Re-enlistment 1976, with Larry Paine and Anna Paine and Gen Hartingger giving the oath.
LP
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Anna by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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